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Abstract: The Wenchuan, China, M8.0 earthquake caused huge casualties and damages: 87,538 deaths, 374,176 injuries, and about US$126 billion direct economic loss. As a part of the so-called North-South Seismic Zone in China, the Wenchuan earthquake occurred along the Longmen Shan thrust belt which forms a boundary between the Qinghai-Tibet Plateau and the Sichuan basin, and there is a long history (~4,000 years) of seismicity in the area. In other words, the area is well-known to have high seismic hazards. However, seismic hazard mitigations, such as building and bridge seismic designs, have not been adequately considered and implemented. This was one of the main reasons that so many people were killed by building collapses, particularly the school building collapses, during the Wenchuan earthquake. The massive landslides and rockfalls were the other main factors that contributed to the huge casualties and damages. There were other factors contributing to the huge casualties and damages. A lesson can be learned from this great earthquake. Dr. Wang recently visited Wenchuan area and would like to share his knowledge and expertise with you.
OPEN TO PUBLIC and ALL WELCOME
